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SOMERS CSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
12/08/20 MEETING MINUTES 
ZOOM VIDEO-CONFERENCE 

 
Members Present 
Lindsay Portnoy, President 
Heidi Cambareri, Vice President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee 
Joseph Marra, Trustee  
Michael D’Anna, Trustee 
MaryRose Joseph, Trustee – arrived at 6:13 pm 
Chadwick Olsen, Trustee  
 

Members Absent 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent, Mr. Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business; Matthew Carr, Director of HR and Student Services, Chris Platania, new Assistant Superintendent for 
Business. 
 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss the employment history of 
particular persons. 

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 TIME 6:02 pm 

 
3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 
 

MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 7-0 TIME 6:42 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business; Matthew Carr, Director of HR and Student Services; Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; Claire 
Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Stacey Elconin, Director of Special Services; Nancy Corrado, District 
Clerk; members of the staff, media and community.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:03 pm.   
 

Dr. Blanch reported that we’ve had some of our staff ask if we’ll close the week of 12/21.  We have seen some 
districts around us close.  Right now Somers will not close, until we need to due to staffing.  We are following 
DOH guidelines.  Dr. Blanch noted we have had to quarantine students with positive cases due to outside events, 
but no transfers within our schools.   The ability for us to keep our schools open is evolving.  Everyone is working 
on this.  The elementary and secondary schools have different realities.   We will continue to watch the numbers to 

This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person attendance will not be 
permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   
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keep our students and staff safe.  It is best to have our kids in school if possible.  Already seeing an uptick in the 
student performance due to in-person learning.  Dr. Blanch also noted that both the Governor and Dr. Fauci 
expressed deep concern for January.  We don’t know what that will look like, a lot can change in a month.  If 
Somers is identified as a yellow zone, our nurses are ready.  We will monitor the reality of our state in January.  
Dr. Blanch encouraged our community, our parents, students, staff to continue to be vigilant, we have had 60 days 
open so far.  The kids love being in school.  Dr. Blanch urged all not to lose the opportunity our community has 
created for our kids to be in school.  Dr. Blanch thanked the faculty and staff, and particularly our nursing team.   

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS 

None 
 
6. CENTRAL OFFICE REPORT 

A. Preliminary Budget Review 
Chris Platania previewed the 2021-22 budget by discussing the development process, the tax levy cap, TRS and 
ERS increases, health insurance and state aid.  Transportation aid reductions were also discussed. Mr. Platania 
also went over reserve balances, fund balance, tax certiorari payments and debt service.  Discussion took place. 

 
B. Whole Child Report 

Kevin Guidotti and Claire Comerford presented the Whole Child report.   Student engagement in athletics, 
clubs, AP and IB classes was discussed, as well as student performance in various areas during 2019-20 and 
current year to date.  The approach to identifying and responding to student needs was also discussed.  Student 
attendance is 10.9% better this year than last year.  This will continue to be monitored.  Discussion took place. 
 

7. BOARD DISCUSSON 
A. Royal Coach Contract  

Dr. Blanch introduced the transportation topic and Mr. Nate Spence discussed new staff in the Royal Coach 
transportation dept. Mr. Spence also discussed better monitoring systems, the new upgraded Transfinder 
program, live GPS etc. Discussion took place.  
  

8. BOARD ACTION: 
A. Personnel 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 7-0 
 

B. Business 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 7-0 

Ken Crowley reviewed the transportation contract item on the agenda. 
 

C. Appointment of District Officers 
RESOLVED, that the following appointments are hereby approved for the remainder of the 2020/21 school Year 
at no extra compensation: 
District Treasurer - Barbara Sparacino 
Deputy Treasurer - Christopher Platania 
District Clerk Pro-Tem - Christopher Platania 
Student Activities Treasurer - Barbara Sparacino 
Deputy Activities Treasurer - Christopher Platania 
School Purchasing Agent - Christopher Platania 
 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 7-0 
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D. MOA – SCSD & SSRP 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves a Memorandum of Agreement between the Somers Central School District (SCSD) and the Somers 
School Related Professionals (SSRP) dated 12/4/20 regarding the title/position of Benefits Assistant. 
 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 7-0 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL 

None 
 

10. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS 
Board members each thanked Mr. Ken Crowley for his many years of service.  Trustee Joseph Marra stated he will 
be missed, has done a great job over the years, has made the handling of the finances easier for the Board, and 
wishes Mr. Crowley all the best in his future endeavors.   Trustee Michael D’Anna stated it was fitting for Mr. 
Crowley’s last meeting to include a budget preview, added that his stewardship has been appreciated and wished 
Mr. Crowley all the best.  Trustee Ifay Chang noted the two go way back, appreciates his calmness and asked            
Mr. Crowley of future plans. Mr. Crowley replied he has no plans to relocate, has worked with a great team in the 
business office, has worked with great superintendents including the current superintendent who’s a visionary and 
a great leader who’s mobilized the team to continue our district forward.  Trustee Chadwick Olsen noted his 
appreciation for Mr. Crowley’s stewardship, feels the district is in a strong financial position due to that, and added 
it’s been a pleasure working with Mr. Crowley.  Trustee MaryRose Joseph expressed deep appreciation for             
Mr. Crowley and the role he had, his steadfast approach, his vision and his calmness under pressure, his allegiance 
to the people he works with.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri thanked everyone for tonight’s presentations, it was 
good hear about the student data and glad to hear the district is doing ok.  Mrs. Cambareri added her thanks to           
Mr. Crowley’s service to the district, and his great voice of reason.  President Lindsay Portnoy spoke of the power 
of our educators and the ability to know our kids so well, stated our teachers have great capacity to use their own 
assessment of where our kids are.  To Mr. Crowley, Dr. Portnoy thanked him for his patience with the Board and 
his deliberate clear way of explaining things, thanked Mr. Crowley for taking such good care of this district.          
Dr. Portnoy wished Happy Holiday of Lights to those that celebrate.   

 
11. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS 

Dr. Blanch commented that our students are best if we can get them here in school, keeping our faculty and staff 
safe.  Dr. Blanch noted that Mr. Crowley started 27 years ago and has always been present for the entire 
community.  The support he’s given to this district is unparalleled.  This is Dr. Blanch and Mr. Crowley’s 11th year 
together, Mr. Crowley has been trustworthy and a confidante from the first day to this morning.  Dr. Blanch 
thanked Mr. Crowley for all his years of service. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
RESOLVED, that this Special Meeting/Workshop of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 7-0 TIME 10:04 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 
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